
 

 

NEQMAP Research Study: 
Assessment of transversal competencies in the Asia-Pacific 

 
Concept Note 

 
The Network on Education Quality Monitoring in the Asia-Pacific (NEQMAP) is a regional platform 
established by the UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education (UNESCO Bangkok) in 
March 2013. NEQMAP aims to improve the quality of learning in the Asia-Pacific by enhancing the use 
of student learning assessment to strengthen education systems. With its Secretariat at UNESCO 
Bangkok, NEQMAP focuses on three aspects: 1) research and analytical work, 2) knowledge sharing 
and 3) capacity development. Under NEQMAP, a multi-country research study on “assessment of 
transversal competencies in the Asia-Pacific” will be conducted, supported by the Government of 
Malaysia under its Funds-in-Trust arrangement with UNESCO. 
 
Facing the rapidly changing and increasingly interconnected world, education and training systems 
are expected to equip learners with knowledge and skills which not only enable them to cope with 
the foreseeable social and economic changes, but also adapt to and manage unpredictable realities. 
This requires a transformation of education and training to nurture skills towards holistic human 
development, including foundation skills, specialized skills and transversal competencies. Among 
these skills, in particular, education systems have increasingly been emphasizing the importance of 
transversal (or 21st century) skills/competencies (hereafter referred to as “transversal 
competencies”), which promotes the behavioural and socio-emotional domains of learning to ensure 
that learners are equipped with skills for both work and life in general, including creativity, problem 
solving, critical thinking and communication, among others. Moreover, education is expected to 
foster values and attitudes among students such as empathy, respect for diversity and intercultural 
understanding and ultimately contribute to building peaceful, tolerant and inclusive societies. 
 
In this connection, UNESCO Asia-Pacific Regional Bureau for Education (UNESCO Bangkok) has 
undertaken a series of research efforts in the area of transversal competencies, as part of the work 
of the Asia-Pacific Education Research Institutes Network (ERI-Net). The ERI-Net studies have 
examined or are examining transversal competencies from the perspective of education policies and 
practice, school-level practice and teacher preparation. The present study to be conducted by 
NEQMAP will focus on the assessment aspect and offer a crucial complement to the efforts thus far. 
 
For the purposes of this study and drawing from the work of ERI-Net, UNESCO Bangkok’s framework 
on transversal competencies is illustrated on the next page: 
 
Figure 1: UNESCO Bangkok framework on transversal competencies 

Domains Examples of key skills , competencies, values and 
attitudes 

Critical and innovative thinking Creativity, entrepreneurship, resourcefulness, application 
skills, reflective thinking, reasoned decision-making 



Interpersonal skills Communication skills, organizational skills, teamwork, 
collaboration, sociability, collegiality, empathy, 
compassion 

Intrapersonal skills Self-discipline, ability to learn independently, flexibility 
and adaptability, self-awareness, perseverance, self-
motivation, compassion, integrity, self-respect 

Global citizenship  Awareness, tolerance, openness, responsibility, respect 
for diversity, ethical understanding, intercultural 
understanding, ability to resolve conflicts, democratic 
participation, conflict resolution, respect for the 
environment, national identity, sense of belonging 

Media and information literacy Ability to obtain and analyse information through ICT, 
ability to critically evaluate information and media 
content, ethical use of ICT 

(Optional) Physical health, Religious 
values 

Appreciation of health lifestyle, respect to religious values 

  
Based on this framework, the study will explore different approaches or practices that 
countries/jurisdictions of the Asia-Pacific region adopt in assessing these skills and competencies, the 
challenges encountered in the process, the lessons we could draw from the existing practices in the 
region and recommendations for future directions in this area. The study shall focus specifically on 
basic education (i.e. primary and secondary education) and will examine both systemic and school 
levels. Using a research framework and tools developed by an international expert (Dr. Esther Care), 
participating countries/ jurisdictions will conduct a national study and produce a national report. The 
international expert will then produce a regional synthesis report which will be published by UNESCO 
Bangkok. 
 
The timeline for the study is as follows: 
 
  Activities Proposed Dates 
1 Development of research framework and tools 1 October 2015 
2 Identification/contracting of country consultants 1 October 2015 
3 Sending research framework and tools to country consultants for their 

feedback 
15 October 2015 

4 Orientation meeting for country consultants in Bangkok 29-30 October 2015 
(TBC) 

 Second round feedback from consultants 15 November 2015 
5 Finalization of research framework and tools based on feedback from 

country consultants 
30 November 2015 

6 Draft country reports due 28 February 2016 
7 Final country reports due 31 March 2016 
8 Finalization of regional synthesis report 30 April 2016 
9 Publication of the final report 30 May 2016 
 
 



Researchers or institutions from countries/jurisdictions which wish to participate in the study should 
contact the NEQMAP Secretariat at UNESCO Bangkok as soon as possible, via e-mail at 
neqmap@unesco.org with ‘Assessment of transversal competencies study’ in the subject line. It is 
desirable if the researcher or institution meets the following requirements: 
 

1. Specialized in or familiar with area of learning assessment, ideally with some expertise on 
assessment of transversal competencies 

2. 5-10 years of experience in conducting research in the area of education  
3. Solid and established contacts with relevant departments of the Ministry of Education and 

other institutions which are involved in assessment  
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