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Questionnaire: 
What kinds of skills/competencies come to your mind 
when you hear the term “transversal skills” or “21st

century skills”?

Common terms

• critical thinking

• problem solving

• ICT literacy

• collaboration skills

• communication skills

• interpersonal skills 

• social responsibility skills

• creativity

• lifelong learning skills

• civic and citizenship

• environment friendly life skills

• literacy?

• numeracy?

Others

•risk taking
•leadership skills
•innovative thinking 
•health and wellness literacy
•economic/financial literacy
•multi-cultural literacy



ATC21S

• Based at University of Melbourne, in 
partnership with Cisco, Intel and 
Microsoft. Participating countries 
includes Singapore. 

• Collaborative problem solving and ICT 
literacy

• Free Massive Online Open Course 
(MOOC) on assessment of 21st century 
skills starting on 30 June. 



Partnership for 21st Century Skills (P21)



International Civic and Citizenship 
Education Study (ICCS)

• Administered by IEA

• 1971 (Six Subject Survey – Civic Education), 1999 (CIVED), 
2009 (ICCS), 2016 (ICCS)

• Grade 8

• AP participation: Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong (China), 
Indonesia, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Russian 
Federation, Thailand

• 4 content domains (civic society and systems, civic 
principles, civic participation and civic identities and 2 
cognitive domains (knowing and reasoning/analyzing)



UNESCO Bangkok study on 
Learning to Live Together



UNESCO Bangkok study on 
Learning to Live Together (cont’d)

• LTLT-related skills and competencies are taught 
both via dedicated subjects (e.g. civics, “moral 
education”, religious studies) and carrier subjects 
(e.g. both academic and non-academic)

• Several countries include assessment of these 
skills (e.g. Australia, Philippines, Republic of Korea) 
in their national assessments, while a few 
participate in international initiatives in this regard

• Traditional ‘paper-pencil tests’ may not always 
allow for the true and accurate assessment LTLT 
illustrative competencies, which may be better 
measured through using other measurement 
tools, including ICTs, and school-based 
assessment.



So what skills and competencies should we 
focus on (for NEQMAP)?

Domains Examples of key characteristics

Critical and 
innovative 
thinking

Creativity, entrepreneurship, resourcefulness, application 

skills, reflective thinking, reasoned decision-making

Interpersonal 
skills

Presentation and communication skills, leadership, 

organizational skills, teamwork, collaboration, initiative, 

sociability, collegiality

Intrapersonal 
skills

Self-discipline, enthusiasm, perseverance, self-motivation, 

compassion, integrity, commitment

Global 
citizenship 

Awareness, tolerance, openness, respect for diversity, 

intercultural understanding, ability to resolve conflicts, 

civic/political participation, conflict resolution, respect for 

the environment



Points for discussion

• What should a regional study on assessment 
of these skills focus on?

• How do we know that these skills are 
transferred? What could be the indicators?

• How do we capitalize on some of the ongoing 
work in this area?

• Who has done work in this area? 

• Who is interested?


