
 

P a g e  1 | 3 

 

COVID -19 Daily Updates 

Asia and the Pacific 
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Disclaimer: Headlines under section 2 consist of selected excerpts from media outlets. The inclusion of 
headlines does not imply endorsement by the UN who cannot be held liable for the accuracy of these 
reports, errors contained, nor the wording used.  They do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of 
the UN or its members. The designation employed therein does not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the UN concerning the legal status of any country, area or territory or of its 
authorities.  

General Overview 
Countries   # of cases  

on 15 
October 

# of cases  
on 19 
October  

 # of Deaths 
on 15 
October 

# of Deaths 
on 19 
October 

Recovered  
on 15 
October 

Recovered  
on 19 
October 

Global 38,851,358 39,898,689 1,097,278 1,112,588 26,814,913 27,420,679 

Asia-Pacific** 9,822,761 10,079,396 183,819 188,318 8,486,205 8,767,385 

India 7,370,468 7,550,273 112,161 114,610 6,453,779 6,663,608 

Iran 517,835 534,631 29,605 30,712 418,054 431,360 

Bangladesh 384,559 390,206 5,608 5,681 299,229 305,599 

Indonesia 349,160 365,240 12,268 12,617 273,661 289,243 

Philippines 348,698 359,169 6,497 6,675 294,161 310,303 

Pakistan 321,877 324,034 6,621 6,673 305,835 308,010 

Nepal 121,745 136,036 694 757 84,518 94,501 

Japan 91,421 93,413 1,651 1,676 83,272 85,310 

PR China 90,905 91,006 4,739 4,739 85,743 85,840 

Singapore 57,892 57,915 28 28 57,764 57,819 

Afghanistan 40,026 40,287 1,481 1,497 33,447 33,760 

Myanmar 32,351 37,205 765 914 14,706 17,568 

Australia 27,371 27,405 904 905 25,089 25,126 

ROK 25,035 25,333 441 447 23,180 23,466 

Malaysia 18,129 21,363 170 190 12,014 13,717 

Maldives 11,113 11,232 35 37 9,931 10,201 

Sri Lanka 5,244 5,625 13 13 3,380 3,440 

Thailand 3,669 3,700 59 59 3,467 3,491 

New Zealand 1,880 1,887 25 25 1,809 1,829 

Vietnam 1,124 1,140 35 35 1,030 1,046 

Papua New Guinea 578 581 7 7 537 541 

Taiwan* 531 540 7 7 491 491 

Bhutan 316 330 0 9 296 301 

Mongolia 320 326 0 0 311 312 

Cambodia 283 285 0 0 278 280 

Brunei 147 147 3 3 143 143 

Fiji 32 32 2 2 30 30 

Timor-Leste 29 29 0 0 28 28 

Laos 23 23 0 0 22 22 

Solomon Islands - 3 - 0 - 0 
Source: John Hopkins’ Coronavirus Resource Center 16 October  https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html 

* The names of locations included here correspond with the source 

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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**The numbers for Asia-Pacific are the total of numbers from country/territory in Asia-Pacific as listed.  

FROM COUNTRY LEVEL OFFICES 

Indonesia: The President has ordered his Cabinet to intensify the COVID-19 responses in 12 districts/cities, 

including several parts of Jakarta, that have reported more than 1,000 active infections. In total, these 

areas make up 30 per cent to the total national active cases. 

 

Japan: Tohoku University and Shimadzu Corporation, a precision equipment maker, announced on 17 

October that they have jointly developed a system that examines exhaled breath to detect COVID-19 

infections. The accuracy of the test is at the level achieved by polymerase chain reaction tests. The two 

organizations aim to put the system into practical use within a few years after conducting clinical research 

for about six months.  

 

The United Nations University’s COVID response team decided on 15 October to maintain “enhanced 

Phase B” for return to office plan until the end of October, given the global upsurge of infections and 

increasing re-imposition of border control measures. Capacity restriction for UN agencies based in the 

UNU building remains at maximum 50 per cent. 

INFO FROM PUBLIC SOURCES 

Australia: More than 200 former residents of new coronavirus quarantine facilities in Australia are being 

urged to be tested for various diseases that can be transmitted by blood, including HIV, after authorities 

reported that they used the same blood-testing devices for multiple guests.  

 
Cambodia: The Education Ministry is planning to build at least 200 hand-washing stations a year in schools 

over the next five years to promote health and hygiene.  

Iran: WHO has delivered 150 medical ventilators and 100 high-performance real-time polymerase chain 

reaction thermal cyclers to Iran to further support the country’s health system in its efforts to respond to 

the COVID-19. New cases continue to rise across the country with 26 out of 31 provincial capitals currently 

categorized as high-risk “red” zones. 

India: At least half of India‘s population of 1.3 billion people is likely to be infected with COVID at some 

point by February 2021. Based on this estimate, the rate of spread of COVID-19 is much higher than 

assessed through the government’s serological surveys, which showed that only around 14 per cent of 

the population had been infected as of September. It appears that new cases may have peaked in 

September and rates have been declining since then, with an average of more than 61,000 cases reported 

on a daily basis.  

Malaysia: The Health Ministry has suggested that the National Security Council tighten the restrictions 

under the targeted conditional movement control order (CMCO) and permit only economic activities.  At 
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the same time, employers have been urged to allow their staff to work from home in areas where CMCOs 

are in place.  

Nepal: The government has decided not to bear test and treatment expenses of new coronavirus patients, 

instead asking individuals to bear those costs themselves with the exception of the most vulnerable and 

frontline health workers. On 1 October, the Supreme Court ordered the Government to conduct 

polymerase chain reaction tests for all people who wished to be tested, free of charge.   

Sri Lanka: The total number of infections from the newly identified garment factory cluster surpassed 

2,000 mark during the weekend. Several restrictions/measures including curfews have been imposed by 

state authorities in the area where the new cluster has been emerged while an allowance of around US$30 

is being allocated by the government to all 72,345 low income families from those locations. .   

 

Global 

UNICEF: is aiming to stockpile one billion syringes around the world by the end of 2021, to be used for the 

delivery of any future coronavirus vaccine. UNICEF is also buying five million safety boxes for used 

syringes. “Vaccinating the world against COVID-19 will be one of the largest mass undertakings in human 

history, and we will need to move as quickly as the vaccines can be produced,” UNICEF executive director 

said.   

 


