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COVID -19 Daily Updates 
Asia and the Pacific 
16 July 2020 

Disclaimer: Headlines under section 2 consist of selected excerpts from media outlets. The inclusion of 
headlines does not imply endorsement by the UN who cannot be held liable for the accuracy of these 
reports, errors contained, nor the wording used.  They do not purport to reflect the opinions or views of 
the UN or its members. The designation employed therein does not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the UN concerning the legal status of any country, area or territory or of its 
authorities.  

GENERAL OVERVIEW  
Country/Territory

* 
Confirmed Deaths Recovered 

Number Number 
increased from 

last report 

Number Number 
increased from 

last report 
Global 13,565,868 (+242,338) 584,385 (+5,757) 7,570,721 
Asia-Pacific** 2,064,766 (+45,511) 58,937 (+1,045) 1,389,614 
India 968,857 (+32,676) 24,914 (+605) 612,768 
Iran 264,561 (+2,388) 13,410 (+199) 227,561 
Pakistan 257,914 (+2,145) 5,426 (+40) 178,737 
Bangladesh 193,590 (+3,533) 2,457 (+33) 105,523 
PR China 85,247 (+21) 4,644 (+2) 80,005 
Indonesia 80,094 (+1,522) 3,797 (+87) 39,050 
Philippines 58,850 (+1,305) 1,614 (+11) 20,976 
Singapore 47,126 (+496) 27 (+0) 42,988 
Afghanistan 35,070 (+330) 1,113 (+65) 22,824 
Japan 23,293 (+856) 984 (+0) 18,126 
Nepal 17,177 (+116) 39 (+1) 11,025 
ROK 13,612 (+61) 291 (+2) 12,396 
Malaysia 8,734 (+5) 122 (+0) 8,526 
Thailand 3,236 (+9) 58 (+0) 3,095 
Maldives 2,831 (+30) 14 (+0) 2,321 
Sri Lanka 2,674 (+9) 11 (+0) 2,007 
Taiwan* 451 (+0) 7 (+0) 440 
Vietnam 381 (+8) 0 (+0) 353 
Myanmar 337 (+0) 6 (+0) 266 
Mongolia 261 (+0) 0 (+0) 209 
Brunei 141 (+0) 3 (+0) 138 
Cambodia 166 (+1) 0 (+0) 133 
Bhutan 84 (+0) 0 (+0) 78 
Fiji 26 (+0) 0 (+0) 18 
Timor-Leste 24 (+0) 0 (+0) 24 
Laos 19 (+0) 0 (+0) 19 
Papua New 
Guinea 11 (+0) 0 (+0) 8 
Samoa 0 (+0) 0 (+0) 0 
DPRK 0 (+0) 0 (+0) 0 

Source: John Hopkins’ Coronavirus Resource Center 16 July  https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html 
* The names of locations included here correspond with the source 
**The numbers for Asia-Pacific are the total of numbers from country/territory in Asia-Pacific as listed.  
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FROM COUNTRY LEVEL OFFICES 

Brunei: No new confirmed cases reported in the past 67 days, the total remains at 141 cases including 3 
deaths. 399 individuals are currently undergoing mandatory self-isolation at monitoring centers provided 
by the government.  

There is a further return to normalcy in Brunei Darussalam as restrictions are being lifted slowly.  

Speaking on the economic effects of the global pandemic, His Majesty said that the government would 
continue to work towards mitigating the negative impact of the crisis, while creating a conducive 
environment for foreign investors. 

In the first quarter of 2020, Brunei Darussalam’s gross domestic product (GDP) at current prices was 
estimated at BND4.56 billion compared to BND4.55 billion in Q1 2019.  

Iran: 5,000 of Iran’s health workers have been infected with COVID-19, 140 of them have died.  Iran: 
2,388 new cases and 199 deaths were reported on 15 July, bringing the total cases to 264,561 and death 
toll to 13,410. 

In most provinces, family gatherings are responsible for over 40% of transmissions, 51% due to close 
contact with an infected family member and only 8% in/from work environments.  

Vehicle traffic in the city of Tehran has dropped by 20% compared to two weeks ago, following the 
resurgence of the pandemic and a nationwide mandatory mask wearing order.  

Iran-made ‘Remdesivir’ will go on sale in the country’s market next week. 

Out of the 31 provinces in Iran, 12 are in red condition and 13 are in status of alert.  

Malaysia: As of 14 July, 855,119 individuals have been tested, 5 new cases were reported on 15 July, 
bringing total to 8,734, while the death toll stands at 122. 

The situation of congestions in flood relief centres (PPS) due to flood disasters can carry the risk of 
transmission of COVID-19 infection among flood victims and staff, said Director General of Health Datuk 
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah. To date, 18 PPS had been opened in seven districts accommodating a total of 
1,267 victims from 303 families.  

Malaysia and Singapore are working on cross-border travel schemes, with targeted implementation in 
August. This includes the Reciprocal Green Lane (RGL) for the movement of essential business/official 
travelers and Periodic Commuting Arrangement (PCA) for cross-border travel between both countries for 
longer stay employees for up to three months at a time, with home leave allowed (return to home 
country) before they re-enter the country of employment for a further stay of up to three months. 

Expatriates based in Malaysia are still barred from travelling abroad.  

As of 13 July, Sabah state officials permit ferries and passengers boats to operate at full capacity.   
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Philippines: The Philippines now has 58,850 confirmed cases as the Department of Health reported 
1,392 new infections on 15 July. There are currently 36,260 active cases undergoing treatment, 90.6 per 
cent of which are mild, 8.6 per cent asymptomatic, and less than 1 per cent are severe and in critical 
condition. There are 1,614 fatalities and 36,360 recoveries reported to date. About 1,000 to 2,000 new 
cases were recorded daily for most of July, prompting the President to extend the general community 
quarantine in Metro Manila and shift to a slightly more relaxed modified enhanced community 
quarantine in Cebu City, while the rest of the county is under general quarantine.  As the government 
reopens the economy wider, the Department of Health (DOH) has further expanded its testing for the 
new coronavirus to include in its priority list workers as well as residents living in areas with increasing 
infections. 

Drop in enrollment rate: Figures from the Department of Education (DepEd) indicate that the enrolment 
from kindergarten to senior high school dropped for the upcoming school year which should start on 24 
August as a result of the pandemic, with many families affected by the economic downturn and not able 
to enroll their children or to afford the accompanying costs of shifting to a blended learning mode. 
Comparing 28 million pupils enrolled last year, only about 19.1 million public school students and 1.5 
million private school students, including alternative learners and persons with disabilities, have 
registered for the new school year before the deadline on 15 July.  

The Department of Tourism published on 15 July guidelines for holding meetings, incentives, 
conventions, and exhibitions (MICE) in areas under the modified general community quarantine 
(MGCQ). 

Singapore: To date the authorities have tested and cleared more than 215,000 workers in 818 dormitories 
and are expected to complete the testing of dormitory residents around mid-August. In the next few days, 
a larger population of migrant workers in various purpose-built dormitories will be completing their 
isolation period and will be tested for COVID-19. 

249 news cases were reported on 15 July, bringing the total to 46,878. Death toll remains at 27. 

 

INFO FROM PUBLIC SOURCES 
Afghanistan: 254 new cases and 46 deaths were reported on 15 July, bringing the total cases to 34,944 
and death toll to 1,094. 

Local officials in Herat province on 14 July warned against a second wave of COVID-19 in the province. 

Bangladesh: 3,533 new cases and 33 deaths were reported on 15 July. Total cases at 193,590 and death 
toll at 2,457. 

The government on 15 July suspended funding for low-priority projects under the annual development 
programme of the current financial year as part of its austerity measures against COVID-19 fallouts.  
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Cambodia: Prime Minister Hun Sen refuted as “baseless”, claims that the government had used financial 
aid from the EU to implement the programme to identify and support poor and vulnerable people 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Fiji: More than 100 soldiers have been released from quarantine after tests for Covid-19 returned 
negative results. 

Fiji Commerce and Employers Federation President, Sandeep Chauhan says the country should continue 
to focus on growing sectors like Agriculture even after tourism picks up and also focus on new sectors 
like call centres, Business Process Outsourcing, repacking of goods for exports and increasing food 
processing activities. 

India: 32,682 new cases and 614 deaths were reported on 15 July, bringing the total cases to 970,169 
and death toll to 24,929. 

Even as India steps out of the nationwide lockdown and begins to reopen in a staggered manner, the 
economic revival has once again slowed down after a quick recovery in May and June. 

As India’s caseload approaches 1 million, lockdowns are being reimposed in parts of the country as 
governments try to shield the health system from being overwhelmed.  

Goa government has started online admissions from 15 July. 

Indonesia: 1,522 new cases and 87 deaths were reported on 15 July, bringing the total to 80,094 and 
3,797 deaths.  

The Immigration Directorate General is waiting for President Joko Widodo’s approval to launch a 
surveillance system it is developing to track foreigners in Indonesia. 

The government plans to start in-person training courses in August under its preemployment card 
program. 

The Health Ministry issued new guidelines for COVID-19 handling and prevention on 14 July, revising 
several terms to be in line with WHO definitions.  

Japan: 288 new cases and 2 deaths were reported on 15 July, bringing the total cases to 22,508 and 
death toll to 984. 

Tokyo on 15 July raised its alert over the pandemic to its highest level following recent upticks in 
infections in the capital. 

Japan received an estimated 2,600 foreign travelers in June, down 99.9 percent from a year earlier for 
the third consecutive monthly decline. 

Laos: State-run Lao Airlines plans to resume its international service from Vientiane to Hanoi. 

Maldives: 30 new cases were reported on 15 July, bringing the total to 2,831. Death toll stands at 14. 
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Arrangements have been made such that expatriates employed in the Maldives with valid employment 
approvals can return without obtaining an additional permit. 

Mongolia: 18 new cases were reported on 15 July bringing the total to 261. 

According to the methodology of the World Health Organization, three-time estimation on infection and 
nine-time risk assessments have been conducted in Mongolia. It was estimated that one percent of the 
population or 32,760 people could be infected at the national level if the outbreak occurs in Mongolia. 
And based on this estimation, authorities of the health sector are ensuring preparedness of equipment 
and devices, human resource, isolation facilities, medicinal supply, treatment and service resource and 
their readiness. 

Myanmar: Myanmar has reported no locally transmitted cases for the past 15 days but the government 
will keep restrictions in place for at least 2 months.  

Thousands of Myanmar citizens returning from abroad by land and air are causing a strain on the 
government’s quarantine facilities.  

Myanmar’s CMP (cut, make and pack) garment factories are struggling due to the lack of orders from 
the European Union. 

Nepal: 116 new cases and 1 death were reported on 15 July, bringing the total to 17,177 and death toll 
to 39. 

Pakistan: 2,165 new cases and 66 deaths were reported on 15 July, bringing the total cases to 255,769 
and death toll to 5,386. 

Pakistani health experts are concerned about the mental health effects of the pandemic. 

PR China: 6 new cases were reported on 15 July. 

Hong Kong: 19 new cases and 2 deaths were reported on 15 July, bringing the total cases to 1,589 and 
death toll to 10. 

The Hong Kong government has banned dine-in service at restaurants from 6pm to 5am. 

ROK: 61 new cases and 2 deaths were reported on 16 July, bringing the total to 13,612 and death toll to 
291. 

Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha will host a virtual meeting this week with her counterparts from 
Mexico, Indonesia, Turkey and Australia to discuss ways to boost cooperation during the pandemic. 

Sri Lanka: 6 new cases were reported on 15 July bringing the total to 2,671, while the death toll stands 
at 11. 

The Minister of Power and Energy and Transport Services Mahinda Amaraweera stated that the 
government has decided to provide massive relief to the public on the electricity bills for the past few 
months. 
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Thailand: 4 new cases were reported on 16 July, bringing the total to 3,236 and the death toll remains at 
58. 

Many schools around the country will be closed as a precautionary measure after two people in 
separate groups arrived in Thailand and were later found to be infected with Covid-19. 

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has called on residents in Rayong to resume their normal lives while  
Deputy Public Health Minister Sathit Pitutecha confirmed no local transmissions had turned up in the 
province. 

Vietnam: 8 new cases were reported on 15 July, bringing the total to 381.  

The Vietnamese Ministry of Health donated 200,000 medical face masks to Laos on 15 July. 

 
Global 

Vaccine Alliance Update: The GAVI alliance said that more than 75 countries have expressed interest in 
joining the COVAX financing scheme designed to guarantee rapid and equitable access globally to COVID-
19 vaccines. It is important to mention that these 75 countries have partnered with up to 90 vulnerable 
nations to ensure access to the vaccine once it becomes available. 

 
The following table illustrates the comparison of data for last two days among countries that have so far 
been registered with more than 60,000 cases globally as of 14 July. 
Countries   # of cases  

on 13 July 
# of cases  
on 14 July 

  # of Deaths     
on 13 July 

# of Deaths 
on 14 July 

Recovered  
on 13 July 

Recovered  
On 14 July 

US 3,363,056 3,431,574 135,605 136,466 1,031,939 1,049,098 
Brazil 1,884,967 1,926,824 72,833 74,133 1,291,251 1,323,425 
India 906,752 906,752 23,727 23,727 571,460 571,460 
Russia 732,547 738,787 11,422 11,597 503,168 511,958 
Peru 330,123 333,867 12,054 12,229 221,008 223,261 
Chile 317,657 319,493 7,024 7,069 286,556 289,220 
Mexico 304,435 311,486 35,491 36,327 240,101 245,830 
South Africa 287,796 298,292 4,172 4,346 138,241 146,279 
United Kingdom 291,691 292,931 44,915 45,053 1,384 1,385 
Iran 259,652 262,173 13,032 13,211 222,539 225,270 
Spain 255,953 256,619 28,406 28,409 150,376 150,376 
Pakistan 253,604 253,604 5,320 5,320 170,656 170,656 
Italy  243,230 243,344 34,967 34,984 195,106 195,441 
Saudi Arabia 235,111 237,803 2,243 2,283 169,842 177,560 
Turkey 214,001 214,993 5,382 5,402 195,671 196,720 
France 209,640 209,640 30,032 30,032 78,722 78,722 
Germany 200,180 200,456 9,074 9,078 185,100 185,100 
Bangladesh 186,894 190,057 2,391 2,424 98,317 103,227 
Columbia 150,445 154,277 5,634 5,787 63,451 65,809 
Canada 109,984 110,350 8,836 8,845 73,381 73,713 
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Countries   # of cases  
on 13 July 

# of cases  
on 14 July 

  # of Deaths     
on 13 July 

# of Deaths 
on 14 July 

Recovered  
on 13 July 

Recovered  
On 14 July 

Argentina 103,265 106,910 1,903 1,968 44,173 45,467 
Qatar 104,016 104,533 149 150 100,627 101,160 
PR China 85,117 85,117 4,641 4,641 79,907 79,907 
Egypt 83,001 83,930 3,935 4,008 24,975 25,544 
Iraq 79,735 81,757 3,250 3,345 46,998 50,782 
Indonesia 76,981 78,572 3,656 3,710 36,689 37,636 
Sweden 75,826 76,001 5,536 5,545 TBC TBC 
Ecuador  68,459 69,570 5,063 5,130 30,369 30,484 
Belarus 65,114 65,269 468 474 55,492 55,799 
Belgium  62,707 62,781 9,782 9,787 17,196 17,223 
Kazakhstan New entry 63,514 - 375 - 38,008 
Source: John Hopkins’ Coronavirus Resource Center 15 July 

 https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html 
 

 

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html

