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Background: ECCE in SDG4-Education 2030

SDG4 Target 4.2 “By 2030, ensure that all girls 
and boys have access to quality early childhood 
development, care and pre-primary education so 
that they are ready for primary education.” 

Quality ECCE learning experiences is the bedrock 
of lifelong learning and development – it leads to : 

• Successful transition into primary education 

• Academic achievement 

• Improved social, economic and health outcomes 
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Thematic Indicator 4.2.5: 
“Number of years of (a) free and (b) compulsory pre-primary

education guaranteed in legal frameworks”
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Source: Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) database, http://data.uis.unesco.org (June 2018).

The number of years 
foreseen as free and 
compulsory pre-
primary education in 
policies and law ranges 
from as low as 1 year to 
as high as 4 year. 
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Putrajaya 
Declaration (2016)

•Adopted in Putrajaya, Malaysia, 
June 2016

•Nine-point Action Agenda
• 9.i: “.. realize the provision of at 
least one year of free 
compulsory quality pre-primary 
education..”

• 9.v: Increase government 
investment and forge 
partnerships with private sector, 
civil society and development 
partners… 
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Kathmandu Statement of Action
with 4 priority areas (June 2018)

Priority Area 1: Financing (7 points)

1.4. Introduce and adopt innovative 
financing policies and mechanisms
which will increase the sustainability of 
financing for the ECCE sector,…

1.6.  Engage the private sector and 
promote public-private partnerships
to generate a substantial and stable 
flow of funds for ECCE..
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Address financing of ECCE:  Phase 1
Innovative financing for early 
childhood care and education
• Collaboration with UNICEF ROSA 

and the Kobe University
• Project Duration: September 2015 –

September 2016
• Geographical scope/benefitting 

country(ies): Asia and the Pacific
• Objective: To provide Member 

States, with evidence and policy 
options for financing and 
partnerships for ECCE

• Policy brief on financing for ECCE
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Address financing of ECCE (phase 1)
Policy brief on financing for ECCE

3 Challenges

Insufficient Government 
Expenditure on ECCE (Pre-
Primary Education)

Lack of Sustainability of ECCE 
Financing

Absence of Enabling Governance 
Model and Lack of Coordination

3 Policy 
Recommendations

Increase Public Expenditure in 
ECCE

Promote Enabling Governance 
and Capacity Development

Explore Innovative Financing
Mechanisms and Partnerships
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“Innovative financing mechanisms and partnerships for 
ensuring free inclusive and equitable quality pre-primary 
education for all in Asia-Pacific”

• Project Duration: July 2017 – December 2018

• Geographical scope/benefitting country(ies): 
– Asia and the Pacific

• Objective: The project aims to enhance a regional knowledgebase on 
innovative financing policies and mechanisms to achieve free, inclusive 
and equitable quality pre-primary education for all by 2030. 

• The expected output:
– a regional guideline with a regional catalogue of case studies on innovative 

financing mechanisms and partnerships for pre-primary education

Address financing of ECCE: Phase 2
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Exploring innovative financing mechanisms and partnerships 
for ensuring free inclusive and equitable quality pre-primary 
education for all in Asia-Pacific

“Innovative financing” will be defined as following ways. The non-
traditional financing mechanisms that 

1. are more stable and predictable, 
2. involve multilateral management and partnership with private 

entities, 
3. are linked to global public goods, 
4. mobilize domestic as well as international financing, 
5. include innovation in delivery as well as innovation in mobilizing 

resources, 
6. generate substantial and stable flows of funds for development, and 
7. help to enhance the efficiency to financial flows.

Address financing of ECCE (phase 2)
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