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9.00 – 9.30 am Registration 
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DISCUSSION OF THE REPORT’S KEY FINDINGS: What ways forward for media 
development in Myanmar?  

Chair:  
U Khin Maung Lay, Chairman, News Media Council, Yangon  

Discussants:  
Glen K. Swanson, Programme Manager Myanmar, International Media 
Support (IMS) 

Dr. Zin Mar Kyaw, Senior Researcher, department of journalism, National 
Management College (NMC), Yangon  

U Ko Ko, Chief Executive Officer, Myanmar News Network Co. Ltd. & Member 
of the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize Jury, Yangon 

Misako Ito, Adviser for Communication and Information, UNESCO Bangkok 
Office and 

Bart Robertson, International Research Coordinator and Lead Author 
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BACKGROUND 
Since 2011, Myanmar has embarked in a democratic transition with a series of politically liberalizing measures 
in social and economic fields, including the media sector. In this context, UNESCO and International Media 
Support (IMS), with the support of the National Management College (NMC) in Yangon, started in 2014 a 
comprehensive assessment of the media landscape in Myanmar in a view to guide policy-makers and 
stakeholders in the reform of the media sector.  
The resulting “Assessment of Media Development in Myanmar” is based on UNESCO’s Media Development 
Indicators (MDIs), a comprehensive set of indicators to assess the media landscape in a country at a given time 
and to recommend possible steps to further develop a free, independent and pluralistic media landscape in 
line with international standards. It identifies gaps and present key media development priorities in a wide 
range of areas, from legal framework to public service broadcasting model, journalism education or 
infrastructure.  
In this launch, UNESCO and IMS will present the key findings and recommendations of the report, and discuss 
in the presence of the research team ways forward for media development in Myanmar. 
 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Team structure: The research was jointly undertaken by International Media Support (IMS) and the National 
Management College’s (NMC) department of journalism, with technical oversight through UNESCO on the 
application of the indicators. 
Timeframe: From May 2014 to April 2016, with capacity-building activities of stakeholders on all of UNESCO’s 
50 indicators and 190 sub-indicators.  
Research locations: Five states and four regions. Research locations where chosen in order to capture the 
ethnic diversity of the country. Geographic areas with a high concentration of media outlets were prioritized.  
Data collection: different data gathering tools were used such as literature review, legal take stock, public 
opinion poll, key informant interviews (90 interviews covering a total of 77 organizations) and Focus Group 
Discussions (A total of 48 FGD were conducted across five states and four regions). 
Assessment oversight and validation: a Consultative Committee composed of key media stakeholders 
representing the private media sector, media associations, government, and media development organizations 
was formed to advise the team on the research process and recommendations. Five organizations were also 
chosen as thematic champions for each indicator category to provide feedback in the validation process.   

 
KEY RECOMMENDATIONS (SELECTION) 
The 2008 Constitution should be amended to strengthen guarantees of freedom of expression (i.e. Article 354) 
and the right to information. These guarantees should not allow ordinary laws to restrict these rights but 
should, instead, impose clear conditions on any laws which restrict these rights. 
The government should continue consultations with relevant stakeholders with a view to adopting a Right to 
Information (RTI) Law. 
State-owned broadcasters should be turned into public service or private broadcasters, and all references to 
state-owned media should be removed from the Broadcasting Law. 
The government should consider a tax policy which actively supports the media and community broadcasters 
in particular. 
The government and media development organizations should provide adequate funding and technical 
assistance to the newly created Myanmar News Media Council in order to perform its functions as a media 
self-regulatory body. 
Basic journalism training should be the main focus for journalists’ capacity-building projects. Efforts should be 
made to provide more training courses outside of Yangon as well as to conduct training in ethnic languages 
for ethnic media. 


