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REGIONAL DIALOGUE ON FREEDOM OF INFORMATION IN THE MEKONG COUNTRIES 
Meeting of CSO and Experts on FOI in the Mekong Countries (12-14 October 2015, Bangkok) 
 
 

I. PARTICIPANTS  

Local civil society organisations: 

Advocacy and Policy Institute (API), Cambodia 

Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP), Thailand 

Burma News International (BNI), Myanmar 

Cambodian Center for Independent Media (CCIM) 

Cambodian Communication Institute (CCI) 

Cambodian Human Rights Action Committee 
(CHRAC) 

Centre for Media and Development Initiatives 
(MDI), Vietnam 

Foundation for Internet and Civic Culture, Thailand 

Gender and Development Association (GDA), Lao 
PDR 

iLaw, The Freedom of Expression Documentation 
Center, Thailand 

Myanmar Egress 

Myanmar ICT for Development Organization 
(MIDO) 

Participatory Development Training Center 
(PADETC), Lao PDR 

Thailand Environment Institute (TEI) 

The Center for Research on Development 
Communication (RED), Viet Nam 

Women Media Center of Cambodia

 International NGOs: ARTICLE 19, International Media Support (IMS), INTERNEWS 

Experts on Freedom of Information: Kavi Chongkittavorn, Senior journalist specialized on issues related to 
human rights, democracy and regionalism, Bangkok; Nepomuceno Malaluan, Co-funder and trustee, Action for 
Economic Reforms, Manila; Sinfah Tunsarawuth, Independent media lawyer, FOI Legal expert, Bangkok. 

 

II. DISCUSSION 

Consent among the participants 

Two reasons why more regional cooperation between the Mekong countries on FOI is needed: 

- it can help to advance FOI also at national level (by sharing good practices on how to launch a 
national coalition, how to raise awareness among the public, or how to open the dialogue with the 
government) 

- There are several common issues directly linked to FOI faced by the Mekong countries, such as 
environmental challenges, repressive laws, or the safety of journalists and human rights defenders  

 Such a regional cooperation should seek to build broad, multi-sector coalitions towards FOI. 

The scope should be not only the Mekong countries but the ASEAN region as a whole in order to include 
the experiences and know-how of countries like Indonesia, Malaysia or the Philippines. 

 Open questions: 

- What could be the goal and key message of a regional campaign on FOI? The adoption of FOI laws 
or the opening of practical opportunities for FOI both at national and regional (ASEAN) level? 

- Too early for a regional campaign considering the limited political opportunities on this issue in 
some countries? Better focus on joining regional efforts to identify the best tailored approach for 
each context / regional support for the launch of strong national coalitions?  

- How to bridge the work of traditional FOI advocates and development CSO in order to keep a 
campaign on FOI (either national or regional) attractive for all stakeholders? 

- How useful can be regional processes like ASEAN, MRC, but also initiatives such as EITI or OPG and 
development partners? Transparency partners and campaign allies? 
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III.      OUTCOMES – ROADMAP TO ADVANCE FOI IN THE REGION 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES/NEEDS EXPRESSED TO ADVANCE FOI 

AT NATIONAL LEVEL 
Interested 
CSO/NGO/ORG 

Funding 
available 

Additional 
funding needed 

1. Organizing sectoral and community forums on FOI: to identify needs, 
level of public awareness, potential CSO partners etc.  

   

2. Exposure trip in Cambodia for FOI advocates/CSO from other Mekong 
countries. Knowledge sharing on: drafting process of FOI law, dialogue with 
government and communities to raise awareness on RTI, creation of 
efficient national coalitions. 

   

3. Evidence based study about public demand for FOI: in order to put a 
figure on the level of public support for ATI, as advocacy tool for campaign. 
Start in one country, then step by step, “regional map” of public demand for 
FOI. 

   

4. Capacity building/FOI training for policy makers, MP, civil servants (at 
national and local level), lawyers etc. ASEAN, ADB, World Bank, EU etc. as 
potential partners/funders (building leaders for ASEAN integration). 

UNESCO No Yes 

5. Engaging dialogue with the governments on the benefits of FOI, Open 
Government Partnership Initiative, etc. Organization of high level 
consultations on FOI 

UNESCO Yes No 

6. Promoting FOI through media advocacy: media FOI award, video 
message explaining the direct link on FOI and quality of life/development 
(SDG), collecting FOI success stories throughout the region, showcasing the 
benefits of FOI 

   

7. Develop CSO coalitions around FOI in practice: coordinating efforts to 
request specific information at national or regional level (environment, 
development aid assessment etc.). Such coalitions could be issues related 
(know-how in the Philippines/ coalition for migrant issues, education etc.).  

   

8. CAMBODIA: Drafting a document presenting the “Cambodian model” of 
participatory law drafting as good practice that could be emulated 
elsewhere, to be shared with partners from the region. 

   

9. MYANMAR: Work locally on FOI within the context of decentralization. 
Mobilizations of existing Networks with strong local presence, such as 
Myanmar Alliance for Transparency and Accountability (MATA). 

   

10. CAMBODIA/MYANMAR: joint advocacy for ratification of ICCPR (as 
base for FOI advocacy).  

   

11. THAILAND: Lack of FOI focal point/ CSO dedicated to transparency, good 
governance. Need: mapping the sector, launch a national dialogue on FOI 
issues between many different CSO to identify actors, needs and possible 
joint actions.  
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AT REGIONAL LEVEL 
Interested 
CSO/NGO/ORG 

Funding 
available 

Additional 
funding needed 

12. Organization of Right to Information Day 2016 SEAPA   

13. Joint FOI activities for WPFD 2016 (such as follow-up FOI meeting, see 
point 18.) 

SEAPA 
UNESCO 

 
Yes 

 
Yes 

14. Launch consultations about the opportunity to create a special 
rapporteur on FOE/ATI in Asia (with expertise from other regions) 

UNESCO No Yes 

15. Regional journalism training with focus on investigative reporting and 
ATI 

   

16. Skills training/Capacity building for local CSO on international 
standards in FOE and FOI (ASEAN, other initiatives) to enhance the 
understanding of the regional context and to include these standards in 
future advocacy work. 

   

17. Maintaining the exchange at regional level by pursuing the Regional 
Dialogue on FOI (at least one annual meeting) and extending the circle of 
participants to other CSO (land rights, children rights activists, private sector, 
development partners, academics) 

   

18. Create a Regional (ASEAN) FOI Network with following possible goals: 

- Regular update about legal context of FOI in each country: sharing of 
draft laws, list of contact points for each country 

- Platform for update on FOI practices: sharing of challenges in exercising 
RTI 

- Brainstorming about Indicators at country level to assess FOI/quality of 
information/ATI 

- Initiate comparative studies about specific information needs in each 
country 

- Platform to discuss/identify future scenarios/challenges for each 
country 

- Planning and fundraising for follow-up meetings in other contexts such 
as the ASEAN People’s Forum 

- Create a task force on tackling repressive laws (Media, Internet, 
Security laws) 

- Engage ASEAN Economic Community, discuss regional FOI advocacy 
campaign, creation of a regional FOI Working Group with ASEAN 
representatives, development partners etc. 

   

 

 

 


