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Country educational sector overview 
 In accordance with the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan, all 

citizens of the country are entitled to receive education. The state 
guarantees everyone free general and vocational education; and school 
education is under the supervision of the state.  

 Some general features that define the education sector of Uzbekistan are 
the following: 

 – Education is announced as the state’s priority policy; 
 – Literacy rate is one of the highest in the world – 99.34%;  
 – More than 64% of the population is under the age of 30;  
 – Annually more than 57% of the state budget or about 12% of GDP is 

allocated to social sector.  
  By the period of independence of Uzbekistan (1991-2013) the infant’s 

mortality has decreased by 3.4 times, and the maternal mortality rate is 3.2 
times 

 



Country educational sector overview(2) 

 Pre-school education if the first step of the continuous education in Uzbekistan. Yet 
it does not have a mandatory status.   

 The Government of the Republic of Uzbekistan has planned to improve the 
education sector in order to maintain the achieved transformations as well as 
address the key issues in regard to further development of the sector. 
 

 Nowadays there are 4962 preschool educational establishments, which educate 
about 539527 children (aged from 2 to 6/7) which is 26,0% of coverage 

 Early Learning Development Standards (ELDS)  developed, validated were  approved 
by MoPE for implementation in January 2012 and printed under the technical 
support of UNICEF in Uzbekistan. 

 ELDS provide 4 domains of child development: 1. physical development, self-service 
and hygiene; 2. Social and emotional development; 3.Development of speech, 
preparation to read and write; 4.Cognitive development, knowledge on world and 
understanding of the world. 
 

 ELDS based national program for pre-schools  “Bolajon” printed under the 
technical support of UNICEF in Uzbekistan is implemented nationwide 

   



Country educational sector overview (3) 

 Children of primary school age are fully covered with education in Uzbekistan.  
 The general secondary education in the Republic of Uzbekistan is divided into 2 stages: primary education 

(1-4 grades) and secondary education (5-9 grades). In total 1,952,746 pupils at 9,763 schools study in 1-4 
grades at present; 

 Every year about 500,000 children are admitted to the first grade at the age of 6-7. Every school year every 
first grade pupil receives 12 items of school stationery and 11 textbooks for free as a gift from the 
President; 

 The education is conducted in 7 languages: Uzbek, Russian, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Karakalpak, Tajik and Turkmen 
languages, and all relevant educational expenses are covered by the Government. 

 There is a school and pre-school teacher retraining system in place as a part of the National education 
system to ensure quality education.  

 Every three years pre-school administration and pedagogues (speech therapists, musicians, physical culture 
teachers ) on free and mandatory basis go through retraining in the Republican Teacher Retraining Center. 
There are 14 regional branches of teacher retraining institutes to cover regional pre-school staff. 

 Since 2011 Early Learning Development Standards (ELDS) child centered education  and ELDS based 
Bolajon national program are incorporated  into the curriculum of teacher retraining institutions 
nationwide. to add up to the education quality of teacher competence.   

 In 2013 the  syllabi on ELDS, Child –centered education and Bolajon were officially endorsed                                                                                   
by MHSSE for pedagogical colleges nationwide. 
 



Goals, objectives, perspectives… 
 The following objectives are set by the Ministry of Public Education to 

develop preschool education: 
 1. To pursue state policy in the field of reforming education sector of 

Uzbekistan. 
 2. To set measures to provide various forms of preschool education to 

satisfy the needs of the population, and to develop services of education 
market. To create different models of preschool education establishments, 
to develop network of private kindergartens. 

 3. To provide continuous training and re-training for teaching staff of 
preschool education system and develop continuous methodological 
services. 

 4. To raise economic effectiveness of preschool education system: to attract 
extra-budgetary funds, to ensure efficient use of buildings, effective use of 
state funds, to develop cooperation with NGOs. 

 5. To provide implementation of State Requirements at preschool education 
establishments. 
 



Key policies and strategies 

 The system of education is governed by the Department full name 
operating under the Cabinet of Ministers.  

 There are two ministries of Education: ministry of Public education                                  
(responsible for pre-school and  general basic education) and the Ministry 
of higher and specialized secondary education.    

 This Department of what ? is responsible for the development of the 
overall social sector, including the implementation of reforms in the system 
of education. At the same time, some functions related to the 
administrative management of the education system are performed by 
central economic agencies such as the Ministry of Finance (system of 
Financing), Ministry of Economy (program of facilities development, 
demographic forecasts, forecast and programs for enrolment to educational 
establishments, including fee paying and others). 
 
 



Key policies and strategies 

 Membership in the Global Partnership for Education (GPE)  has ensured a 
commitment of resources to increased access and improved quality of ECE. 

 The indicative grant  of GPE will be a solid basis for  Early Childhood  
Education (ECE) in Uzbekistan, as about 20 mln USD or 40 % of the grant for 
2014-2017 will go to flexible forms of ECCE and family reading programs.  

 The Education Sector Plan of Uzbekistan for 2013- 2017 had been a significant 
cross-sectoral exercise of many state and non-state players to come together 
and develop a unique strategic document for the country to move the 
education system forward.  

 Another solid illustration of a strong cross-sectoral partnership is collaboration 
of MoPE, MH&SSE and Women’s Committee and its  regional branches to 
increase equitable access to pre-schools under the technical support of 
UNICEF Uzbekistan. 

 On the basis of the Uzbek model of continuous education, introducing a 
concept of 'Family-Mahalla-School" 
 
 
 
 



Policy implementation examples  
(on national level) 

Program one: “Retraining of pedagogical personnel  in preschool educational 
establishments”  
Initiation period: 2013-2017 years 
Target of policy: Improvement of the quality of preparation of children to the school 
education  
 

Program two: “Improvement of material and technical resources of functioning 
preschool education establishments “ 
Initiation period: 2014-2017 years 
Target of policy: Improvement of the quality of preparation of children to the school 
education 



Policy implementation examples 

 Plans of action are being implemented in 6 regions covering 50% of 
Pedagogical Colleges and 43% of districts Each of 6 regions 
developed their own plans of action to increase enrolment in ECE 
with regards to the regional diversity. However, they all include 
components of inter-sectoral advocacy, C4D and teacher training. 

 The strategy to increase enrolment through increasing quality has 
been effective. In 53 resource kindergartens which have received 
teacher training as well as new teaching and learning materials, 
enrolment has increased by an average of 52%. Enrolment increased 
by 2.1% in the targeted districts.  

 
 



Challenges  

 1. One of the key challenges of the education sector is the 
need for a clear definition on the exact parameters which 
describe Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) in 
general, and preschool education in particular 

 2. The list of unsolved problems includes the issue of readiness 
of the children, not covered by preschools, to education in the 
general education schools. It calls for more active actions in 
regard to expanding the one-year groups of short-stay, in 
preschools, and providing parents with materials for home 
reading. 

 The national monitoring system for pre-schools is now only 
emerging 



Recommendations on the national level 
 To revisit the existing normative  and financial provision of 

“traditional” full day pre-school to accommodate diverse flexible 
forms of ECCE inclusive of costing formula, staffing norms, parental 
fees, etc.  

 To start improving the monitoring system for ECE on different levels   
 To improve pre-service teacher training system through introducing  

ELDS and child centered education into curriculum of Pedagogical 
universities in collaboration with the Ministry of Higher and 
Secondary Specialized Education in order to establish to prepare 
qualified personnel.  

 5. To develop cooperation with State Testing Centre and Ministry of 
Labour and Social Protection in assessment/certification of teaching 
staff of preschool education establishments. 
 



Next step operations… 

 Establish international connections with the peers from other 
countries and exchange on the potential strategies to increase 
quality and access to ECE, quality of training and retraining of 
teachers for pre-schools, the availability of modern curricula 
and teaching-methodological materials 

 Establish a platform for collaboration with the countries for 
study tours to learn n the experience of launching and running 
flexible ECE, awareness raising on ECE importance on different 
levels : policy makers, educators, community, parents 

 Development of network of non-governmental preschool 
educational establishments 
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